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PUBLIC HEARING ON , MAR 23 2017
BOARD OF EDUCATION BUDGET e /&? ’? Zé,'i
March 20, 2017 WILTON TOWN GLERK

7:30 P.M.

MIDDLEBROOK SCHOOL AUDITORIUM

PRESENT
Board of Finance: Jeff Rutishauser, Warren Serenbetz, Richard Creeth, Peter Balderston, John Kalamarides,
Walter Kresss

Board of Education: Bruce Likly, Christine Finkelstein, Glenn Hemmerle, Lori Rothstein, Kevin Smith
ABSENT: Laura Schwemm, Chris Stroup,

ALSO PRESENT: Anne Kelly-Lenz (Wilton CFQ) and members of the press and public

Board of Finance Chairman Jeff Rutishauser called the Public Hearing to order at 7:30 p.m.

Mr. Rutishauser introduced the Board of Finance and thanked the audience for their attendance. He spoke in
detail on the slides (presentation attached) depicting Budget Highlights, the role of the Board of Finance in the
town budget, and how the Board assesses resources and financial condition. Mr. Rutishauser noted that the
state is considering asking the town to pay a large portion of the Teachers Pension Contribution that the state
has historically paid. Mr. Rutishauser noted that the Town is budgeting a reduction of $1 Million in State aid to
municipalities (based on a decline primarily from Educational Cost Sharing grants (ECS) and that the budget does
not include the additional $4 Million that the state is asking in teachers pension contributions as it is still being
debated in Hartford. He noted that if the teacher pension contribution proposal does pass, a future Town
Meeting will need to be convened to determine how to cover the additional $4 Million. Mr. Rutishauser also
gave an overview of the Budget Summary and the Preliminary Mill Rate for FY18.

Mr. Rutishauser concluded his comments by stating that as they seek to close the deficit gap, there are only two
ways to accomplish this: budget cuts or a tax increase which essentially is to raise the Mill Rate. His comments
concluded at approximately 7:43 p.m., at which time he turned over the podium to Bruce Likly, Board of
Education Chairman.

Mr. Likly introduced the members of the Board of Education and commended the BOE for their hard work. He
also thanked the administration and teachers that work in the Wilton School system. He thanked the citizens for
their support of Wilton Schools. Mr. Likly next gave a slide presentation overview of the proposed FY18 School
Budget, which is also posted on the school website. He detailed past year achievements, as well as 2017-18
instructional priorities and large budget drivers. Mr. Likly closed by noting that there was not a lot of detail in
the presentation as the numbers are the same as last year (0.00% increase in budget requests for this year). The
detailed budget is available on the BOE website and Mr. Likly suggests that if anyone has questions after
reviewing the budget to contact anyone on the BOE.

Mr. Rutishauser then opened the floor to public comment. Approximately 23 citizens spoke and expressed their
views on the BOE budget; most of whom supported the Budget.




Mr. Rutishauser thanked the media this budget season for their coverage with regard to the back and forth with
Hartford on the money the Town may or may not be receiving, as they have kept the Town well informed. He
also thanked the citizens for their civility. Mr. Rutishauser invited all to the Board of Finance hearing on the
Board of Selectmen Budget that will take place on Monday March 27, 2017 at Middlebrook School.

The hearing adjourned at 9:29 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,

Jacqueline Rochester
{from video recording}

Att: Board of Finance slide presentation
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