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BOARD OF SELECTMEN  
MONDAY JUNE 20, 2016 

MEETING ROOM B, WILTON TOWN HALL 
 

PRESENT: First Selectman Lynne Vanderslice, Richard Dubow, Michael Kaelin, 
David Clune, Lori Bufano 

 
GUESTS:   Rich McCarty – Chair Fire Station II Building Committee, Vivian Lee-Shuie 

– Co-Chair of the Economic Development Commission, Chris Burney, 
Anne Kelly-Lenz, Sarah Taffel,  

 
OTHERS:    Members of the Press and Members of the Public 
 
A. Call to Order 

Ms. Vanderslice called the meeting to order at 7:00PM 
 

B. Executive Session 
Mr. Kaelin made a motion to enter into Executive Session to conduct candidate 
interviews.  Motion seconded by Ms. Bufano and unanimously carried. 
 

 Interview – Ben Couch – Deer Committee – 7:00PM 

 Interview – Donnie Hall – Economic Development Commission – 7:15PM 
 

Out of Executive Session at 7:38 PM 
 
Mr. Kaelin made a motion to take a short break.  Motion seconded by Mr. Dubow and 
unanimously carried. 
 
Meeting resumed and called to order at 7:42PM 

 
C. Consent Agenda 
 

Motion made by Mr. Dubow to approve the consent agenda with a minor change to the 
June 6, 2016 Board of Selectmen Minutes.  Motion seconded by Mr. Kaelin and 
unanimously carried. 
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Minutes 

- Board of Selectmen Meeting – June 6, 2016 
 

Gifts 
- Realty Seven Charitable Fund – UTV Gift Fund - $2,500 
- Realty Seven – UTV Gift Fund - $500.00 
- Brian M. Meany – UTV Gift Fund - $1,000 
- Gregory & Carolyn Wheeler – UTV Gift Fund - $1,000 
- Carol & Michael Kaelin – UTV Gift Fund - $100.00 
- Wilton Rotary – UTV Gift Fund - $1,800 
- Anonymous Donation – River Road Project 

 
D. Public Comment 

None 
 

E. Discussion and/or Actions 
 

1. Follow up from previous meeting 
Ms. Vanderslice wanted to follow-up on a topic from the previous Board of 
Selectmen meeting.  The topic was whether Tighe & Bond, engineers for the 
Pedestrian Bridge had presented a plan to the Board of Selectmen prior to 
submitting a plan to the State.  She indicated the she went back and 
researched and noted that they did present at the November 2, 2015 Board 
of Selectmen Meeting. 
 

2. Fire Station II Building Committee 
Ms. Vanderslice asked Rich McCarty, Chair of the Fire Station II Building 
Committee to give an update.   
 
Mr. McCarty noted the members of the building committee (David Waters, 
Ross Tartell, Kevin Czarnecki, Phil Reeves, Ron Hitter).  He also noted that 
members of the Fire Station who regularly participate in meetings are Chief 
Ron Kanterman and Dave Chaloux .  He also noted that Chris Burney, 
Facilities Manager for the Town has been very helpful to the committee in 
giving them guidance and direction.  Mr. McCarty noted the committee has 
been meeting since April 5, 2016.    
 
Mr. McCarty noted the building committee is concerned about the impact of 
their efforts on the neighbors and to that end has invited neighbors to attend 
meetings and has put up meeting notices outside Fire Station II.    
 
Mr. McCarty noted the committee probed Town agencies about their need 
for the space within the facility.   Responses were that it would be nice, but it 
is not necessary.  
 
The Committee has reviewed operational statistics and trends along with 
response times for the area served.  The information mandates a firehouse 
in that area both for EMS and for fire calls, but does not support an 
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expansion of the facility.  He noted that the committee has become aware of, 
through discussion, that the Chief has avidly spoken about the need to grow 
the department and the committee cannot anticipate that and what they 
know to date and would look to the Board of Selectmen with regard to any 
change to the size of the department.  The Committee expects the project 
will require an updated SOR. 

 
 Mr. McCarty stated the committee is looking at three important issues to 
solve, potable water, septic system and new seismic related structural codes 
that the state has put out.  He reviewed options being looked at with regard 
to all the issues. 
 
Ms Vanderslice thanked Mr. McCarty for his thorough presentation and the 
committee’s work so far. 
 

3. EDC Analytic Survey 

Vivian Lee-Shuie, Vice Chair of Wilton’s Economic Development 
Commission and John Kelley of Berkeley Research Group reviewed the 
Analytic Survey (see attached).  Ms. Shuie noted that the survey includes 
findings from a study of local businesses and residential real estate.  She 
also noted that the study contains a lot of information with data related to 
expenses, revenue, and financial information. It was decided to break the 
presentation into two sections and the discussion this evening will deal 
primarily with the interviews and the surveys that were conducted.  Ms. Lee-
Shuie stated that the survey was conducted under the banner of the EDC, 
but that most of the work was performed by community volunteers. John 
DiCenzo of Halstead Property, Diane DeWitt of Berkshire Hathaway, and 
Bert Schefers of Abbey Road Associates were the volunteers along with Mr. 
Kelley. A copy of the presentation is attached. 

Upon completion of the presentation the audience gave a round of applause 
and the Board enthusiastically thanked Ms. Lee-Shuie, Mr. Kelley and the 
other volunteers for their efforts.  A question and answer period followed. 

Ms. Vanderslice suggested that item 4, 5 and 8 be tabled until the next Board of 
Selectman meeting.  Motion made by made by Mr. Clune and seconded by Mr. Dubow 
to table items 4, 5, and 8 and unanimously carried.   

4. Gilbert & Bennett Lease 
Tabled   
 

5. Legal Review Committee 
Tabled 
 

6. Fiduciary Liability Insurance Renewal 
CFO Anne Kelly-Lenz reviewed the Fiduciary Liability Insurance Renewal.  
She noted that the rates were kept the same for this year.  The Renewal 
covers the 457 Retirement Plan, the defined contribution and the IRA.  
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Motion made by Mr. Dubow to allow the First Selectman to approve the 
Fiduciary Liability Insurance Renewal.  Motion seconded by Ms. Bufano and 
unanimously carried. 
 

7. Xerox Copier Agreement for Police Department 
CFO Anne Kelly-Lenz reviewed the Xerox Copier Agreement for the Police 
Department.  There is a savings in moving to the new copier of 
approximately $700 per year by going to the new copier.  The department is 
keeping the old copier that will serve as a backup and added on the 
maintenance agreement.  There is no cost in keeping the old copier and it 
will be serviced at no additional cost.  Motion made by Mr. Dubow to allow 
the First Selectman to approve the Xerox Copier Agreement.  Motion 
seconded by Ms. Bufano and unanimously carried. 
 

8. Financial Review 
Tabled 
 

9. Appointments/Reappointments 
Ms. Vanderslice sought to clarify what the BOS had previously voted on as 
regards to the process for the nominating procedures for the Boards and 
Commissions, what was agreed and voted on.  As follows, she stated the 
three matters and the resulting decisions discussed at the April 19, 2016 
Board of Selectmen meeting. 

 Do we want to stay with the current procedures? No vote taken, but 
consensus was no 

 Do we want to change procedures for Republicans and Democrats 
who currently must seek an endorsement from their party? No vote 
taken, but the consensus was no.  Mr. Kaelin stated: only want to 
make changes re unaffiliated.  Consensus. 

 Motion by Mr. Dubow:  100 signatures for an unaffiliated voter to self 
nominate to fill a vacancy or for a full term appointment.  Passed 3-2. 

 
Ms. Vanderslice then reviewed several items which were included in handout 
provided to the Selectmen (see attached).  

 The board did not previously discuss how to handle an endorsement 
from a party other than the Republican and Democratic party?  Ms. 
Vanderslice suggested due to time constraints, it be tabled to a future 
meeting. 

 

 Ms. Vanderslice noted the board is expecting 15 to 20 applicants for 
all current vacancies and open full term appointments as of July 1, 
2016.  Suggestions from Board members as to how to efficiently 
handle this number of interviews were included on the handout.  Ms. 
Vanderslice suggested tabling the discussion until the next Board of 
Selectmen meeting.  

 
Ms. Vanderslice stated she would like to schedule 2 of the EDC candidates 
for next week’s meeting.  Mr. Kaelin objected, stating he would like 
information from all candidates before interviewing. 
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Mr. Clune requested clarification.  Ms Vanderslice clarified there are 5 
openings on the EDC, positions. As these positions are appointed by the 
Board of Selectmen, it is the political affiliation of the individual which is 
considered when doing the minority representation calculation. 
 
Mr. Dubow expressed his concerns that the Board not disenfranchise one of 
the political parties and be fair in its appointments. 
 
Mr. Kaelin further explained he would like all the information in advance as 
he thinks it is fairer as he may choose only to interview certain candidates. 
 
Ms. Vanderslice indicated she intends to interview all candidates as she 
feels it is owed to the candidates and the Town committees. 
 
Mr. Kaelin expressed concerned that there is an inconsistency in the 
interviews for example some are held on Saturdays and others in the 
evening.  He also suggested he doesn’t necessarily need to interview to 
appoint. 
 
Mr. Clune indicated he would be uncomfortable changing a process which 
has already began. 
 
Ms. Bufano indicated she will interview all candidates.  Mr. Dubow indicated 
he will interview all appointed candidates. 
 
To help standardize the information, the board agreed to require each 
candidate to complete an application and require the Town Committees to 
complete a candidate recommendation form.  Ms. Vanderslice will develop 
and distribute the forms.  Once all required information is received, 
interviews will be scheduled and each Selectman will determine whether 
they care to attend. 
 
Mr. Kaelin asked Sarah Taffel, the Towns HR Director if the board could 
discuss candidates in Executive Session.  Ms. Taffel indicated yes, but each 
candidate has the right to request the discussion of them be held in public. 
 

 The Parks and Recreation Commission are forming working groups to 
investigate field locations and field needs.  The Commission 
requested direction from the Board of Selectmen.  Mr. Kaelin made a 
motion to allow the Parks and Recreation Commission and any other 
Commission to set up their own subcommittee that reports to them 
and is temporary in nature.  Motion was seconded by Mr. Clune and 
unanimously carried. It was noted the composition of the working 
group membership must meet minority representation requirements. 
 

 Ms Vanderslice noted at a previous meeting, the BOS had come to a 
consensus that reappointments did not require a party endorsement 
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or a petition.  She suggested the Board formalize this with a vote.  
The item was tabled for a future meeting 
 

 Ms. Vanderslice updated the Board as to research she had performed 
related question as to whether the Conservation Commission is 
responsible for vetting and recommending members to the 
Conservation Commission’s Deer Committee. At the March 19, 2001 
Board of Selectmen, Conservation Commission was asked to “handle 
the task of the proposed Deer Committee”.  Mike Conklin, Director of 
Environmental Affairs has stated during his employment with the 
Department, the Conservation Commission has vetted and 
recommended appointments to the Deer Committee.  Mr. Clune made 
a motion to appoint Ben Couch for the vacancy on the Deer 
Committee.  Motion was seconded by Ms. Bufano and carried 3-2 with 
Mr. Kaelin and Mr. Dubow opposed.  Mr. Dubow opposing voting 
without previously reviewing the charge to the commission. 

 

 A resident has raised a question as to when the EDC changed from 9 
members to 10 members.  Rather than researching 4 years of 
records, Ms. Vanderslice suggested the BOS reaffirm the membership 
as 10. Mr. Kaelin made a motion to make the EDC a 10 person 
commission.  Motion was seconded by Mr. Dubow and unanimously 
carried. 

 

 Ms. Vanderslice noted that Gil Bray, a member of the EDC, changed 
his political affiliation shortly after being appointed.  This may have 
implications as the Minority Representation stature there is a 3 month 
waiting period for the effectiveness of an affiliation change.  After 
discussion with Town Counsel, the recommendation is that when the 
BOS has completed discussions of the candidates and is ready to 
appoint, should it be relevant, Town Counsel will seek a ruling from 
the Election Commission as to Mr. Bray’s status. 

 

 It has come to the attention of Ms. Vanderslice that the Wilton Library 
Association recently elected Board of Selectmen appointed Trustees, 
whose term with Town expires on June 30, 2016 to the Library Board.  
Reappointment of these individuals had not been discussed or acted 
upon by the BOS.  Ms. Vanderslice will follow-up with WLA Executive 
Director Elaine Tai-Lauria. 

 
10. Miscellaneous Other Business 

None 
 

F. Reports 
 
First Selectman’s Report 
None 
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Selectmen’s Reports 
 
Ms. Bufano 
None 
 
Mr. Clune 
None 
 
Mr. Kaelin 
None  
 
Mr. Dubow 
None 
 

G. Public Comment 
Sarah Curtis of Cannon Road spoke with regard to Miller Driscoll Project Scope 
discussed at the June 6, 2016 Board of Selectmen Meeting.  Ms. Vanderslice 
and Mr. Dubow spoke to Ms. Curtis’ concerns. 
 
Ms. Curtis also spoke with regard to the appointment/reappointment of members 
to the boards and commissions. 
 

H. Executive Session 
At 10:10pm, Mr. Dubow made a motion to move to Executive Session to discuss 
union negotiations.  Motion was seconded by Mr. Kaelin and unanimously 
carried.  Sarah Taffel was invited to join the session.  
 
The Board came out of Executive Session at 10:55PM.  No action taken 

 
I. Adjournment – Having no further business, motion made by Ms. Vanderslice to 

adjourn meeting at 10:55PM.  Motion was seconded by Mr. Kaelin and 
unanimously carried. 
 
 
 

Jacqueline Rochester 
Recording Secretary 
Taken from Video 
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